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MISSION
Provide towing, winching, and hoisting operations to support battlefield recov-
ery operations and evacuation of heavy tanks and other tracked combat vehi-
cles. 

DESCRIPTION AND SPECIFICATIONS
The Hercules has been type-classified as the M88A2. It is a full-tracked,
armored vehicle that uses the existing M88A1 chassis but significantly
improves towing, winching, lifting, and braking characteristics. The Hercules is
the primary recovery support to the Abrams tank fleet, and future heavy sys-
tems such as the Grizzly (M1 Breacher), Wolverine (Heavy Assault Bridge),
and heavy self-propelled artillery.

Length: 338 in
Height: 123 in
Weight: 70 ton
Speed: 29 mph w/o load, 20 mph w/load
Boom capacity: 35 ton
Winch capacity: 70 ton/300 ft
Auxiliary winch capacity: 3-ton/670 ft
Armament: One .50-caliber machine gun
Power train: 12 cylinder, 1,050 hp air-cooled diesel engine with 3-speed

automatic transmission
Width: 144 in
Cruising range: 200 miles
Draw bar pull: 70 ton

FOREIGN COUNTERPART
There is no foreign counterpart that provides the combined weight, towing,
winch, and hoist capacities of the Hercules. Many foreign nations, however,
incorporate recovery systems with existing recovery chassis or main battle
tank chassis.

FOREIGN MILITARY SALES
Kuwait; Egypt (co-production).

PROGRAM STATUS
• FY97 Type-classified standard.
• 4QFY97 First unit equipped.
• FY94–99 Procured 102 vehicles.
• FY99–00 Fielded to 1st Cavalry Division.
• Current The Hercules program was restored in the FY01 President’s

Budget as a recapitalization effort in support of the Army Vision. 

PROJECTED ACTIVITIES
• Fielding to 4th Infantry Division and U.S. Army Training and Doctrine

Command.

PRIME CONTRACTORS
United Defense, L.P. (York, PA)

Concept and Technology 
Development

Operations and SupportProduction and DeploymentSystem Development and
Demonstration

* See appendix for list of subcontractors
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